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Program 14: Poetry

Featured Poets

Robert Hayden (1913–1980) published his first book of poems, Heart-Shape in the Dust, in
1940. His poetry gained international recognition in the 1960s and he was awarded the grand
prize for poetry at the First World Festival of Negro Arts in Dakar, Senegal, in 1966 for his
book Ballad of Remembrance. In 1976, he became the first black American to be appointed as
Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress (later called the Poet Laureate). Learn more
about Hayden at the Academy of American Poets website at www.poets.org.

Hayden’s poem, “Those Winter Sundays,” from Angle of Ascent: New and Selected Poems, is
featured in the “Poetry” program. It was selected by numerous people as a “favorite poem” as
part of the Favorite Poem Project, a website initiated by Robert Pinsky, the 39th Poet
Laureate of the United States. The Favorite Poem Project allows Americans to submit their
“favorite poems” as well as their responses to poetry. Visit the Project at
http://www.favoritepoem.org. For a copy of Hayden’s poems as well as letters from American’s
about the poem, go to http://www.bu.edu/favoritepoem/poems/hayden.

Another “favorite poem” is Robert Frost’s “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening.” Robert
Frost (1874–1963) published his first poem in 1894; by the 1920s, he was America’s most
celebrated poet. He published numerous collections of poetry and received four Pulitzer
Prizes for his work. Visit the Academy of American Poets website at www.poets.org for
information. For the complete text of Robert Frost’s poem with responses to it and video clips,
visit the Favorite Poem Project website at
http://www.bu.edu/favoritepoem/poems/frost/stopping.html.

Emily Dickinson (1830–1886) is another of America’s most famous—and beloved—poets.
Her poem “I’m Nobody! Who are you?” was also selected by many as a favorite poem. The
Academy of American Poets website (www.poets.org) contains information about Dickinson,
and the Favorite Poem Project provides the text of the poem, responses to the poem, with
video at http://www.bu.edu/favoritepoem/poems/dickinson/nobody.html).

Poet Sonia Sanchez (1934– ) is currently a tenured Professor of English and Women's
Studies at Temple University in Philadelphia. She is the winner of numerous awards for her
work as both an activist and a poet. Her book homegirls & handgrenades earned the 1985
American Book Award. She is also the author of children's fiction and plays. For Program 14:
Poetry, she introduces a GED class to a poem by Robert Hayden and reads her own poem,
“Last Recording Session/for papa joe” from her book of poetry, Under a Soprano Sky. The
“Women Writers of Color” website is a rich source of information at
http://voices.cla.umn.edu/authors/SoniaSanchez.html.
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Program 15: Drama

Featured Writer

Playwright and critic George Bernard Shaw (1856–1950) was born in Dublin, Ireland, but
lived most of his life in Great Britain. He was an internationally renowned playwright and
involved throughout his life in local and international politics. He received the 1925 Nobel
Laureate in Literature “for his work which is marked by both idealism and humanity, its
stimulating satire often being infused with a singular poetic beauty” (The Nobel Foundation).
The Nobel Prize Internet Archive at provides access to numerous websites devoted to Shaw
and his work at http://nobelprizes.com/nobel/literature/1925a.html. His plays include
Pygmalion, Major Barbara, Saint Joan, Arms and the Man, and the play excerpted in the
“Drama” program, Heartbreak House. For more information about Heartbreak House, check
out the dramaturgical materials prepared by Cary M. Mazer for the People's Light & Theatre
Company’s June 1998 production of the play at
http://www.english.upenn.edu/~cmazer/hhnote.html.

Related Resources

The Philadelphia Young Playwrights Festival is an arts-education organization that taps the
potential of youth and inspires learning through playwriting. This intensive, year-round
program pairs local professional playwrights with classroom teachers. In the “Drama” program,
playwright Larry Moses works with GED student Milagros Vega on her play, Consequences,
which is featured in the “Drama” program. To learn more about PYPF, visit their website at
http://www.libertynet.org/pypf.

During the “Drama” program, viewers are treated to rehearsals and a scene from Heartbreak

House performed by actors at Actors Theatre of Louisville. The then-ATL artistic director
(and director of the play), Jon Jory, and dramaturg, Michael Dixon, as well as the three
actresses provide insight into the play, its theme, and their characters. Learn more about
Actors Theatre of Louisville by visiting their website at http://www.actorstheatre.org.
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Onscreen Literary Passages Featured in Program 12: Nonfiction

Nonfiction Passage #1

Excerpt from Review of “His Girl Friday” by Tom Dirks
“Greatest Films” Website (www.filmsite.org)

“His Girl Friday” (1940) is Howard Hawks’ speedy and hysterically funny screwball
comedy, one of the best examples of its kind in film history. The madcap, giddy film
(the second screen version of the original play) is best remembered for its overlapping
dialogue, rapid-fire delivery, breakneck speed, word gags, plot twists, “in” jokes,
mugging, sarcastic insults, frantic pace and farcical script. With screenplay writer
Charles Lederer (scriptwriter of the film version of “The Front Page” in 1931), Hawks
brilliantly transformed Ben Hecht’s and Charles MacArthur’s classic 1928 Broadway
play “The Front Page” with a major script change—one of the main male characters,
Hildy Johnson, became female—Hildegard Johnson. The gender swap brought an
entirely new angle to the film, making it more than a satirical view and social
commentary on the operation of a newsroom.

[136 words]

With its plot about a ruthless editor and a politically corrupt city, it became a romantic
comedy with a love story and a sophisticated battle of the sexes. The film marked the
beginning of a number of screwball comedies in the 1940s which emphasized the
conflict for women in deciding between love/marriage and professional careers.
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Nonfiction Passage #2

Excerpt from Always Running by Luis Rodriquez (Curbstone Press, © 1993).
Reprinted with the permission of Curbstone Press.

We pull into a parking lot at the Union station. It’s like a point of no return. My father is
still making his stand. Mama looks exhausted. We continue to sit in our seats, quiet
now as Dad maneuvers into an empty space. Then we work our way out of the car,
straightening our coats, gathering up boxes and taped-over paper bags: our “luggage.”
Up to this juncture, it’s been like being in a storm—so much instability, of dreams
achieved and then shattered, of a silence within the walls of my body, of being turned
on, beaten, belittled and pushed aside; forgotten and unimportant. I have no position
on the issue before us. To stay in L.A. To go. What does it matter? I’ve been a red hot
ball, bouncing around from here to there. Anyone can bounce me. Mama. Dad. Rano.
Schools. Streets. I'm a ball. Whatever.

We are inside the vast cavern of the station. Pews of swirled wood are filled with
people. We sit with our bags near us, and string tied from the bags to our wrists so
nobody can take them without taking us too. My father turns to us, says a faint
goodbye, then begins to walk away. No hugs. He doesn’t even look at us.

“Poncho.”
The name echoes through the waiting area.
“Poncho.”
He turns. Stares at my mother. The wet of tears covers her face. Mama then says

she can’t go. She will stay with him. In L.A. I don’t think she’s happy about this. But
what can a single mother of four children do in Mexico? A woman, sick all the time,
with factory work for skills in a land where work is mainly with the soil. What good is it
except to starve.

“Está bien,” Dad says as he nears my mother. “We will make it, mujer. I know it.
But we have to be patient. We have to believe.”

Mama turns to us and announces we are not leaving. I’m just a ball. Bouncing
outside. Bouncing inside. Whatever.

[341 words]
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Onscreen Literary Passages Featured in Program 13: Fiction

Fiction Excerpt #1

Excerpt from Breath, Eyes, Memory by Edwidge Danticat, (Soho Press, NY, ©
1994). Reprinted by permission.

I woke up with Tante Atie leaning over my bed. She was already dressed in one of her
pink Sunday dresses, and had perfume and face powder on. I walked by her on my
way to the wash basin. She squeezed my hand and whispered, “Remember that we
are going to be like mountains and mountains don’t cry.”

“Unless it rains,” I said.
“When it rains, it is the sky that is crying.”
When I came from the wash basin, she was waiting for me with a towel. It was

one of many white towels that she kept in a box under her bed, for special occasions
that never came. I used the towel to dry my body, then slipped into the starched
underwear and the dress she handed me.

The suitcase was in a corner in the kitchen. The table was covered with white lace
cloth. Tante Atie’s special, unused china plates and glasses were filled with oatmeal
and milk.

She led me to the head of the table and sat by my side. A slight morning drizzle
hit the iron grills on the door.

“If it rains, will I still have to go?” I asked her.
She ran her finger over a shiny scar on the side of her head.
“Yes, you will have to go,” she said. “There is nothing we can do to stop that now.

I have already asked someone to come and drive us to the aeroport.”
[243 words]
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Fiction Excerpt #2

Excerpt from “Sonny’s Blues” by James Baldwin. Collected in Going to Meet the
Man, © 1965 James Baldwin. Copyright renewed. Published by Vintage Books.
Reprinted by arrangement with the James Baldwin Estate.

And Sonny hadn't been near a piano for over a year. And he wasn't on much
better terms with his life, not the life that stretched before him now. He and the piano
stammered, started one way, got scared, stopped; started another way, panicked,
marked time, started again; then seemed to have found a direction, panicked again,
got stuck. And the face I saw on Sonny I'd never seen before. Everything had been
burned out of it, and at the same time, things usually hidden were being burned in, by
the fire and fury of the battle which was occurring in him up there.

Yet, watching Creole's face as they neared the end of the first set, I had the
feeling that something had happened, something I hadn't heard. Then they finished,
there was scattered applause, and then, without an instant's warning, Creole started
into something else, it was almost sardonic, it was Am I Blue. And, as though he
commanded, Sonny began to play. Something began to happen. And Creole let out
the reins. The dry, low, black man said something awful on the drums, Creole
answered, and the drums talked back. Then the horn insisted, sweet and high, slightly
detached perhaps, and Creole listened, commenting now and then, dry, and driving,
beautiful and calm and old. Then they all came together again, and Sonny was part of
the family again. I could tell this from his face. He seemed to have found, right there
beneath his fingers, a damn brand-new piano. It seemed that he couldn't get over it.
Then, for a while, just being happy with Sonny, they seemed to be agreeing with him
that brand-new pianos certainly were a gas.

[284 words]
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Fiction Excerpt #3

Excerpt from “A Good Man Is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor. From A Good
Man Is Hard to Find and Other Stories, © 1953 Flannery O’Connor and renewed 1981
by Regina O’Connor, reprinted by permission of Harcourt, Inc.

The grandmother didn’t want to go to Florida. She wanted to visit some of her
connections in east Tennessee and she was seizing at every chance to change
Bailey’s mind. Bailey was the son she lived with, her only boy. He was sitting on the
edge of his chair at the table, bent over the orange sports section of the Journal. “Now
look here, Bailey,” she said, “see here, read this,” and she stood with one hand on her
thin hip and the other rattling the newspaper at his bald head. “Here this fellow that
calls himself The Misfit is aloose from the Federal Pen and headed toward Florida and
you read here what it says he did to these people. Just you read it. I wouldn’t take my
children in any direction with a criminal like that aloose in it. I couldn’t answer to my
conscience if I did.”

Bailey didn’t look up from his reading so she wheeled around then and faced the
children’s mother, a young woman in slacks, whose face was as broad and innocent
as a cabbage and was tied around with a green head-kerchief that had two points on
top like a rabbit’s ears. She was sitting on the sofa, feeding the baby his apricots out of
a jar. “The children have been to Florida before,” the old lady said. “You all ought to
take them somewhere else for a change so they would see different parts of the world
and be broad. They never have been to east Tennessee.”

The children’s mother didn’t seem to hear her but the eight-year-old boy, John
Wesley, a stocky child with glasses, said, “If you don’t want to go to Florida, why
dontcha stay at home?” He and the little girl, June Star, were reading the funny papers
on the floor.

“She wouldn’t stay at home to be queen for a day,” June Star said without raising
her yellow head.

[323 words]
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Fiction Excerpt #4

Excerpt from The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe, 1845 [Public Domain]

Upon the eighth night I was more than usually cautious in opening the door. A
watch's minute hand moves more quickly than did mine. Never before that night had I
felt the extent of my own powers--of my sagacity. I could scarcely contain my feelings
of triumph. To think that there I was, opening the door, little by little, and he had not
even to dream of my secret deeds or thoughts. I fairly chuckled at the idea; and
perhaps he heard me; for he moved on the bed suddenly, as if startled. Now you may
think that I drew back--but no. His room was as black as pitch with the thick darkness
(for the shutters were close fastened, through fear of robbers), and so I knew that he
could not see the opening of the door, and I kept pushing it on steadily, steadily.

I had my head in, and was about to open the lantern, when my thumb slipped
upon the tin fastening, and the old man sprang up in the bed, crying out --“Who's
there?”

I kept quite still and said nothing. For a whole hour I did not move a muscle, and
in the meantime I did not hear him lie down. He was still sitting up in the bed listening;
just as I have done, night after night, hearkening to the death watches in the wall.

[234 words]
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Onscreen Literary Passages Featured in Program 14: Poetry

Poem #1

“Those Winter Sundays” by Robert Hayden, © 1966 Robert Hayden, from Angle of
Ascent: New and Selected Poems by Robert Hayden. Used by permission of Liveright
Publishing Corporation.

Sundays too my father got up early
and put his clothes on in the blueblack cold,
then with cracked hands that ached
from labor in the weekday weather made
banked fires blaze. No one ever thanked him.

I’d wake and hear the cold splintering, breaking.
When the rooms were warm, he’d call,
and slowly I would rise and dress,
fearing the chronic angers of that house,

speaking indifferently to him,
who had driven out the cold
and polished my good shoes as well.
What did I know, what did I know
of love’s austere and lonely offices?

Poem #2

“Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost. From The Poetry of
Robert Frost edited by Edward Connery Lathem. © 1923; © 1969 by Henry Holt & Co.;
© 1951 Robert Frost. Reprinted by permission of Henry Holt and Company, LLC.

Whose wood these are I think I know
His house is in the village, though;
He will not see me stopping here
To watch his woods fill up with snow.

My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods are lovely, dark, and deep,
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.
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Poem #3

“I’m Nobody! Who are you?” by Emily Dickinson. Reprinted by permission of the
publishers and the Trustees of Amherst College from The Poems of Emily Dickinson,
Ralph W. Franklin, ed., Cambridge, MA, The Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press, © 1998, 1979, 1955, 1951 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.

I’m nobody! Who are you?
Are you – Nobody – Too?
Then there’s a pair of us?
Don’t tell! they’d advertise – you know!

How dreary – to be – Somebody!
How public – like a Frog –
To tell one’s name – the livelong June –
To an admiring Bog!

Poem #4

 “Last Recording Session/for papa joe,” by Sonia Sanchez. Originally published in Under
a Soprano Sky by Sonia Sanchez. Published with the permission of the publisher AFRICA
WORLD PRESS INC. © 1987.

don’t be so mean papa
cuz the music don’t come easily now
don’t stomp the young dude
straining over his birthright
he don’t know what he doing yet
his mornings are still comin
one at a time
don’t curse the night papa joe
cuz yo beat done run down
we still hear yo fierce tides
yo midnight caravans singing tongues into morning
don’t be so mean man
one day he’ll feel the thunder in yo/hands
yo/arms wide as the sea
outrunning the air defiantly
you been ahead so long
can’t many of us even now
follow the scent you done left behind
don’t be so mean man un less
you mean

to be mean
to be

me
when you mean

to be
mean
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Onscreen Literary Passages Featured in Video Program 15: Drama

Drama Passage #1

Excerpt from “Consequences” by Milagros Vega. Adult Education Student,
Philadelphia, 1998. Used by permission.

NOTE: The entire scene is reproduced here, although text on screen stops a little
more than half-way through the scene on the video.

SCENE 4

(Scene 4 takes place three weeks later. Elizabeth is cleaning the living room. She
finds Luis’ jacket on the floor. She picks it up and a bundle of money falls to the floor.
She picks up the money and counts it.)

ELIZABETH
(Talking to herself)  What’s Luis doing with four thousand dollars? (She puts the
money back in the jacket and waits for Tony Sr. to come home. Tony Sr. walks in.)

TONY SR.
Honey, I’m home. (He kisses his wife on the cheek.) I have great news. I got a job
today. It even pays more than my old job. Isn’t that great?

ELIZABETH
Yeah, honey, that’s great. (She begins to cry.)

TONY SR.
What’s wrong? My news was good, but you don’t have to cry.

ELIZABETH
Oh, my god, Tony. (She stands and gets Luis’ jacket.) I was cleaning and I found Luis’
jacket on the floor. I picked it up and money fell out of it. (She shows him the money.)

TONY SR.
He might be saving money.

ELIZABETH
There’s four thousand dollars in here. He’s only been working at McDonald’s for three
weeks. How can he have so much money? I think he’s selling drugs.

TONY SR.
Four thousand dollars! I hurt him if he’s selling drugs. I swear I will.
(Just then Luis walks in.)

LUIS
What’s going on in here?
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TONY SR.
You tell us what’s going on with this. (He shows Luis the money.)

LUIS
What ... are you looking through my things now?
(Tony Sr. shoves him on the sofa.)

TONY SR.
Are you dealing?

LUIS
No dad.
(Tony Sr. picks him up and pushes him against the wall. He points his finger in his
face.)

TONY SR.
Boy, you better not be dealing. I swear I’ll hurt you.
(Elizabeth stands between Luis and Tony Sr.)

ELIZABETH
Please, Tony, calm down. Let’s talk to him calmly. (They sit on the sofa.) Look, son,
we want the truth. Are you dealing?

LUIS
No, mom.

 [ED NOTE: Reading continues without graphics.]

ELIZABETH
Then where did you get four thousand dollars?

LUIS
I’m saving it for Hector; he’s buying a car. It’s his money.

ELIZABETH
It’s not only the money, but look at you. How can you afford all that jewelry and new
clothes and those Timberlands? They cost 120 dollars. Your job at McDonald’s ain’t
enough to buy all that.

LUIS
Look (yelling at his mother), I’ve been saving money, ok?

TONY SR.
Boy, don’t get smart with your mother.
(Luis gets up and pushes the sofa.)

LUIS
I don’t have to take this ----. I’m not a baby. I’m 16 years old.
(Tony Sr. smacks Luis on the face.)
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TONY SR.
Don’t talk to your mother like that.

ELIZABETH
Luis, sweety, we love you. We don’t want you to get hurt.

TONY SR.
Elizabeth, don’t treat him like a baby. (Tony pushes Luis.) I swear, Luis, if you’re
selling drugs, I’ll call the police myself and have you arrested.
(Luis walks away from his dad.)

LUIS
Do what you want. (He walks out of the house.)
(Elizabeth looks at Tony’s face. She sees he’s very angry.)

ELIZABETH
What are we going to do?

TONY SR.
I don’t know. Let me take care of it. (He kisses his wife and goes to work.)

Drama Passage #2

Excerpt from Heartbreak House by George Bernard Shaw. Reprinted with
permission of the Society of Authors on behalf of the Bernard Shaw Estate.

MRS HUSHABYE: Ellie, my darling, my pettikins [kissing her], how long have you
been here? I’ve been at home all the time: I was putting flowers and things in your
room; and when I just sat down for a moment to try how comfortable the armchair was
I went off to sleep. Papa woke me and told me you were here. Fancy you finding no
one, and being neglected and abandoned. [Kisses her again.] My poor love! [She
deposits Ellie on the sofa. Meanwhile Ariadne has left the table and come over to
claim her share of attention.] Oh! You’ve brought someone with you. Introduce me.

LADY UTTERWORD: Hesione: is it possible that you don’t know me?

MRS HUSHABYE [conventionally]: Of course I remember your face quite well.

Note: The scene continues on the video without text.
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Sample Test Questions/Answers
from the “Passing the GED Social Studies Test” Video

Item 1 is based on the following article.

In ancient Egypt, there were gods of the earth, the air and the water, as well as
gods responsible for many aspects of life. Some of the most powerful gods had huge
public temples built in their honor. Others were worshipped at small shrines in homes.

Two popular deities were Bes, god of the family, and Taweret, goddess of
pregnant women. In statues, Bes was depicted as part human and part lion,
sometimes carrying a sword to protect the family. Taweret was shown as a pregnant
hippopotamus, and Egyptians prayed to her for a safe delivery.

1. Based on this information, which statement best summarizes the nature of religion
in ancient Egypt?
(1)  Religion was not very important in ancient Egypt.
(2)  Religion was used mostly to entertain children.
(3)  Ancient Egyptians worshipped only a few gods.
(4)  Religion played an important part in Egyptian daily life.
(5) People could not publicly practice religion in ancient Egypt.

Discussion: This question asks the test taker to summarize the passage. The best
answer is (4) Religion played an important part in Egyptian daily life. Passage
details such as the reference to many gods, the fact that Egyptians worshipped in
public temples and at home, and that they prayed to gods to protect aspects of daily
life support the conclusion that religion was important. These same details would lead
you to eliminate the other four options.
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Item 2 refers to the following map.

2. Your company sells a video that helps employers provide safety training for
workers who speak little English. Based on the information conveyed in this map,
in which states would you want to be sure to advertise your video?
(1) Illinois and Ohio
(2) North Dakota and South Dakota
(3) Maine and Michigan
(4) Virginia and South Carolina
(5) Florida and California

Discussion: This question asks the test taker to read what the map shows and to
apply that information in a practical way. So, the employers most likely to need this
video would be located in states where there are many people just learning to speak
English. States with many foreign-born people would be good prospects so answer
choices can be evaluated by consulting the legend and looking on the map to see
what percentage category of foreign-born population each state has. Florida and
California are both in the highest category, which is not true of the other states listed,
so option (5) is the best answer. This question also requires an ability to identify the
states.
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Items 3 and 4 refer to the following graph.

3. The U.S. economy slowed down in 2001. Based on this information and the
information in the graph about North American trade, which of following
conclusions is best supported?
(1) Mexico and Canada exported products only to the United States as a result of

NAFTA.
(2) NAFTA had little effect on trade relationships between countries in North

America.
(3) Canada’s and Mexico’s economies are likely to have also slowed down in 2001.
(4) Canada and Mexico did not want to trade with the United States in the 1990s.
(5) Exports from the United States to Canada are likely to have increased in 2001.

Discussion: This question requires an ability to analyze and evaluate information
found in the graph. While it does not require knowing what NAFTA is—it’s the North
American Free Trade Agreement adopted in 1993—knowing a bit about NAFTA
probably would help.

The graph shows Canadian and Mexican exports to the United States increasing in
the 1990s. According to the graph, sales to the U.S. represented 77% of Canadian
and Mexican exports in 1996 and grew to nearly 85% by 2000. If the countries had
exported products only to the U.S., the percentage on the graph would be 100. So
option (1) is incorrect. According to the title of the graph, the increased exports were
partly a result of NAFTA, which rules out option (2). The graph does not indicate
whether Canada and Mexico wanted to trade or not, but the fact that sales increased
would imply they did, eliminating option (4). And there’s nothing in the information or
graph that supports option (5). However, option (3) Canada’s and Mexico’s
economies are likely to have also slowed down in 2001 reflects the idea that the
economies of the U.S., Canada, and Mexico are dependent upon each other, a
conclusion supported in the graph and making that answer choice the best.
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4. Which of the following statements related to the information in this graph is an
opinion rather than a fact?

(1) NAFTA reduced barriers to trade among North American countries.
(2) NAFTA was one reason Canadian and Mexican exports to the United States

increased in the late 1990s.
(3) The economies of North American countries have become more dependent

upon each other as a result of NAFTA.
(4) NAFTA strengthened the economies of Canada and Mexico.
(5) NAFTA resulted in more Canadian-made goods being sold in the United

States.

Discussion: The best answer is option (4) NAFTA strengthened the economies of
Canada and Mexico. The other statements are facts. Whether NAFTA made
Canada’s and Mexico’s economies stronger could be debated. It did increase the
exports to the U.S., but some might argue that this made Mexico and Canada too
dependent on the U.S. economy.
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Item 5 is based on this political cartoon and accompanying article.

 

5. In 1918, U.S. President Woodrow Wilson put forth a program he believed was a
good plan for settling the war. It included the formation of an international alliance
for peace called the “League of Nations” in which nations would agree not to make
secret treaties, to drop economic barriers and tariffs, and to reduce their
armaments. Wilson asked the United States Congress to vote to join the League of
Nations, but many isolationist Congressmen were opposed. So Wilson tried to
bring popular pressure on Congress by promoting his League of Nations in a
9,500-mile transcontinental speaking tour. Wilson’s effort is depicted in this 1919
cartoon from The Chicago Daily News.

 What is the main idea of the cartoon?
(1)  The Senate and House should not accept the League of Nations
(2)  Hatred exists between Woodrow Wilson and the Congress.
(3)  The League of Nations is a good idea to achieve world peace.
(4)  The United States Congress and the President work for the people.
(5) The Senate and the House are more powerful than the President.

Discussion: This cartoon shows Wilson taking his plan beyond the Senate and
House. It doesn’t really take a stand on the League of Nations or on what the
Congress—represented by the two seated figures—and Woodrow Wilson thought of
each other. However the door that Wilson is heading for represents the American
people. This and the caption, “Going to Talk to the Boss,” indicate that the cartoonist
believes that the people should rule. So the best answer is (4) The United States
Congress and the President work for the people.
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Social Studies Resources
Related to the GED ConnectionTM Videos

For the GED Connection: Social Studies programs, KET visited a wide variety of people and
places for information that would help adults prepare for the GED Social Studies Test as well
as enrich their understanding of history, economics, civics, and geography. This list provides
information on some of these resources.

Program 17: Themes in U. S. History

Museum of the Cherokee Indian

P.O. Box 1599
Cherokee NC 28719
http://www.cherokeemuseum.org

The Museum of the Cherokee Indian tells the story of the Cherokee and their ancestors from
12,000 years ago through the present, exploring who the Cherokee are and why they are still
here.

Jamestown Island and Yorktown Battlefield

Williamsburg area, VA

There are a number of websites associated with two of America’s most important historical
landmarks—the Jamestown National Historical Site, site of the first permanent English colony
in North America, and Yorktown Battlefield, site of the final, major battle of the American
Revolutionary War and symbolic end of Colonial English America. These two sites are part of
the National Park Service’s Colonial National Historical Park (http://www.nps.gov/colo). The
Yorktown Victory Center is maintained by the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation
(http://www.historyisfun.org/jyf1/yvc.html). The Association for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiquities, at http://www.apva.org/tour/three.html, also provides information.

The Frederick Douglass National Historic Site
Washington, D.C.
http://www.nps.gov/frdo/freddoug.html

Frederick Douglass’ life spanned nearly 80 years, from the time that slavery was universal in
America to the time it was becoming a memory. Douglass freed himself from slavery, and
through decades of tireless efforts, he helped to free millions more. The Frederick Douglass
National Historic Site is dedicated to preserving his legacy.
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Program 18: Themes in World History

NM's Creative Impulse: The Artist’s View of World History and Western Civilization

http://history.evansville.net/index.html

Nancy Mautz, a high school and university world history teacher, has created an extensive
and award-winning website that views history through the eyes of artists—composers, writers,
painters, sculptors, etc. The website contains information, resources, and links that provide
insight into the history, people, places, events, daily life, and arts and culture of various
periods of world history, ranging from the early civilizations through the Renaissance to recent
times.

Europe In Retrospect

http://www.britannia.com/history/euro/index2.html

Raymond F. Betts, historian and Director Emeritus of the Gaines Center for the Humanities at
the University of Kentucky, has written several books. One has been republished on the
“Britannia” website and offers a brief history of the past 200 years of European history.

Program 19: Economics

Lowell National Historical Park

Lowell, MA
http://www.nps.gov/lowe

The Lowell National Historical Park commemorates the history of America’s Revolution. The
park includes the Boott Cotton Mills Museum with its operating weave room of 88 power
looms, the “mill girl” boardinghouses, and other 19th century commercial buildings. The guided
tours tell the story of the transition from farm to factory, chronicle immigrant and labor history
and trace industrial technology.

Bureau of Labor Statistics

http://stats.bls.gov

The U. S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics offers a wealth of information on
the economy, inflation and spending, productivity, careers and looking for work, and how
much people earn.
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Program 20: Civics and Government

Neighborhood House

http://nbhouse.real-time.com

Jane Addams School for Democracy

http://www.publicwork.org

The Neighborhood House Association is a multi-purpose human service agency that works in
partnership with individuals, families and organizations promoting personal growth and
fostering community leadership and cultures on the West Side of St. Paul, Minnesota. It
houses several programs, including the Jane Addams School for Democracy, a community-
based education initiative aimed at promoting productive citizenship. The School is part of the
Center for Democracy and Citizenship at the University of Minnesota. KET visited the
Neighborhood House and the Jane Addams School to see their outreach efforts with various
immigrant groups, most especially their efforts in support of Hmong immigrants.

Hull House
http://cpl.lib.uic.edu/004chicago/timeline/hullhouse.html

The Neighborhood House and the Jane Addams School for Democracy were inspired by the
work of Jane Addams who helped hundreds of Chicago immigrants and others gain a place of
self-respect in society. She established Hull House in 1889 in Chicago. She is known as the
mother of social work and won a Nobel Peace Prize for her work.

The National Archives and Records Administration Exhibit Hall

http://www.nara.gov/exhall/exhibits.html

This site features copies and information about numerous important American documents,
including the Declaration of Independence and the U. S. Constitution.

Congressional Research Service of the Library of Congress
http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/senate/constitution/toc.html

This site provides a copy of the U. S. Constitution annotated with Supreme Court rulings.
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Program 21: Geography

Geography with Matt Rosenberg

http://geography.miningco.com/science/geography

This site is chock-full of information about geography, containing articles, information on
cultural and physical geography, and maps and geographical information about every country,
state, continent, and ocean on the planet.

Kentucky Historical Society

Frankfort, KY
http://www.state.ky.us/agencies/khs

The Kentucky Historical Society has numerous programs devoted to preserving and exploring
the state’s heritage, including an extensive collection of historical maps as well as a state
history museum. Check out the resources available through your state’s historical society.

Everglades National Park
Florida
http://www.nps.gov/ever

Spanning the southern tip of the Florida peninsula and most of Florida Bay, Everglades
National Park is the only subtropical preserve in North America. This site contains information
about the park and its ecosystem and is the basis of a segment on man’s affect on the
environment in the “Geography” program.

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

http://info.er.usgs.gov/research/gis/title.html

GIS is a computer system capable of assembling, storing, manipulating, and displaying
geographically referenced information. This site, maintained by the U.S. Geological Survey,
provides information about this technology and its applications.

Degree Confluence Project

http://confluence.org

The goal of the Degree Confluence Project is to visit each of the latitude and longitude integer
degree intersections in the world and to take pictures at each location. The pictures and
stories are posted at this site. KET cameras accompanied a modern-day explorer as she
located a degree confluence in California.
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Sample Test Questions/Answers
 from the “Passing the GED Science Test” Video

Item 1 refers to the following article.

In some restaurants, cooked food is placed under infrared lamps to keep it warm until
it is served. The atoms in the food absorb the infrared radiation given off by the lamps.
This radiation causes the atoms in the food to vibrate more rapidly.

1. Based on the information above, what is the best definition of temperature?
(1) the discharge of heat
(2) the discharge of infrared radiation
(3) the transfer of radiation from one object to another
(4) the average motion of the atoms in a substance
(5) the flow of energy from a warmer object to a colder object

Discussion: The best answer is (4) the average motion of the atoms in a
substance. The passage states that the lamps keep food warm and that the infrared
radiation the lamps give off causes the atoms in the food to vibrate more rapidly. From
this you can assume that the temperature of the food is related to the atoms in the
food vibrating more rapidly. None of the other answers are supported by any
information in the passage.
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Items 2 and 3 refer to the following article.

Some physicians are worried about the safety of the sport soccer because, in
experiments, adult soccer players didn’t do as well on memory tests as swimmers and
track athletes. Scientists think that the practice of heading—hitting the ball with the
head—in soccer might cause minor brain damage that leads to memory loss. Heading
can cause the brain to twist, breaking nerve cells. If the impact from the ball is hard
enough, heading can also lead to concussions (bruises of the brain). Some scientists
wonder if the memory-loss experiments are good proof that heading causes brain
damage. They note that a low score on a memory test does not necessarily mean a
person has memory problems in real life.

2.  According to the passage, what kind of brain damage can heading cause?
(1) bruising of the brain and broken nerve cells
(2) bruising of the brain and memory loss
(3) broken nerve cells and memory loss
(4) the formation of extra blood vessels
(5) skull fractures

Discussion: The correct answer is (1) bruising of the brain and broken nerve
cells, as stated in the passage. Options (2) and (3) are incorrect because memory
loss is a result not a form of brain damage. No mention is made of options (4) and (5)
in the passage.

3. Which of the following evidence, if available, would best support the conclusion
that heading causes brain damage?
(1) friends reporting that soccer players are more forgetful than other people
(2) professional soccer players reporting that they have problems remembering

things
(3) statistics showing that soccer players suffer thousands of concussions per

year
(4) a comparison of CAT scans of soccer players and swimmers indicating

soccer players’ brains have more injured areas
(5) a comparison of the IQ tests of soccer players and swimmers indicating that

soccer players have a higher average intelligence

Discussion: The correct answer is (4) a comparison of CAT scans of soccer
players and swimmers indicating soccer players’ brains have more injured
areas. It includes both a comparison to other athletes and physical evidence of
damage from the CAT scans (a type of X-ray photograph), making it the best evidence
that soccer players suffer more brain damage.

Options (1) and (2) are possible indications of brain damage, but they need to be
backed up with controlled research and physical evidence. Option (3) is incorrect,
because concussions in and of themselves do not necessarily indicate sustained brain
damage. The brain may be able to heal. Also this option mentions no comparison to
other sports. Option (5) is incorrect because intelligence, as measured by an IQ test, is
not a test for brain damage.
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Items 4 and 5 are based on the following article:

A tornado is a violently rotating column of air that extends from a thundercloud to the
ground. This map shows the average number of tornadoes reported in some
Midwestern and central states for a 29-year period.

4. According to the map, which state shown has averaged the most tornadoes per
year for the time period given?
(1) Colorado (CO)
(2) Kansas (KS)
(3) Oklahoma (OK)
(4) Texas (TX)
(5) New Mexico (NM)

Discussion: Reading the map and comparing the number of tornadoes listed for each
state reveals the correct answer to be (4) Texas.

5. This map shows the average number of tornadoes in each state. It would also be
possible to find statistics on the average number of tornadoes per 10,000 square
miles. This statistic would be important because the states:
(1) are not equal in population
(2) are not equal in area
(3) are not equal in revenues
(4) do not all have the same weather patterns
(5) do not all have the same number of tornadoes

Discussion: The best answer would be (2) are not equal in area. Since some states
are larger than others, this statistic would help measure the number of tornadoes per
unit of area and compare the frequency of tornadoes in a meaningful way. None of the
other answers—while factual—relate to the square-mile statistic.
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Science Resources
Related to the GED ConnectionTM Videos

KET visited with many scientists and others in science-related fields whose worksites sponsor
a variety of public programs. This list of resources, by program, provides more information
about some of these people and sites—contact or visit them to learn more.

Program 23: Life Science

The Cincinnati Museum Center

1301 Western Ave
Cincinnati, OH
www.cincymuseum.org

Cincinnati Museum Center’s Museum of Natural History & Science is open to the public and
maintains collections in a variety of areas, including fossils.

Human Genome Project

www.ornl.gov/hgmis/education/students.html

This web site, The Student Guide to the Human Genome Project, explains the Human
Genome Project and genetics in layman’s terms. The site is sponsored by the U.S.
Department of Energy Office of Science, Office of Biological and Environmental Research,
Human Genome Program.

National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Golden, CO
www.nrel.gov

Scientists at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) are researching new energy
technologies to benefit both the economy and the environment. Among their more than 50
areas of investigation are wind energy, photovoltaics, biomass-derived fuels, and energy
efficient buildings.

Newport Aquarium

One Aquarium Way
Newport, KY 41071
www.newportaquarium.com

The Newport Aquarium is the home to “11,000 dangerous, bizarre and beautiful creatures”
and 60 state-of-the-art exhibits including “Surrounded by Sharks,” “Kingdom of Penguins” and
“’Gator Bayou.”
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Reelfoot Lake State Park
Route 1, Box 2345
Tiptonville, TN
www.state.tn.us/environment/parks/reelfoot/eagles.htm

Visit this special website to learn more about the bald eagles at Reelfoot Lake and to see the
eagles live in their natural habitat.

Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill

Harrodsburg, KY
www.shakervillageky.org

Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is the largest and most completely restored Shaker community
and living history museum in the U.S. In addition to activities such as riverboat excursions and
self-guided tours, Shaker Village offers a number of educational experiences and hands-on
workshops in topics including agriculture, architecture, historic livestock and horticulture.

Program 24: Earth & Space Science

Center for Earthquake Research and Information
The University of Memphis
Memphis, TN
www.ceri.memphis.edu

The Center for Earthquake Research and Information (CERI) conducts research on the
causes and consequences of earthquakes and provides safety information about earthquake
hazards for citizens and governments. While they have a particular interest in the New Madrid
seismic zone, their research and projects are global in scope.

Program 25:  Chemistry

American Cave Conservation Association, Inc.

American Cave Museum and Hidden River Cave
Horse Cave, KY
www.cavern.org/ACCA/index.htm

The American Cave Museum in Horse Cave, Kentucky, is the only museum in the U.S.
devoted to caves, groundwater, and environmental issues in karst areas. There are exhibits
demonstrating groundwater science, local cave history and cave biology. Eco-tours are
available through Hidden River Cave, located next door to the museum.

On Food And Cooking: The Science and Lore of the Kitchen

By Harold McGee, © 1984 Simon & Schuster

Harold McGee’s book provides a fascinating look at chemistry in the kitchen, while touching
on topics as diverse as botany, philosophy, anatomy and history.
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The Periodic Table of Comic Books

Compiled by John P. Selegue and F. James Holler
Department of Chemistry
University of Kentucky
Lexington, KY
www.uky.edu/Projects/Chemcomics

Professors Selegue and Holler use comic book superheroes and adventures to help explain
the elements on the Periodic Table. Their website was a Top-50 Winner of the Sci/Tech Web
Awards 2001 from Scientific American.

Stephen Rolfe Powell, Glassblower

Centre College, Danville, KY
http://personal.centre.edu/~powells/glass.html

Stephen Rolfe Powell is a glassblower with a national reputation. Visit this web site for an
animated glass blowing demonstration. The site also includes information about Powell and a
gallery of his works.

Program 26: Physics

George C. Marshall Space Flight Center

Marshall Space Flight Center, AL
www.msfc.nasa.gov

The George C. Marshall Space Flight Center is NASA’s premier organization for developing
space transportation and propulsion systems and for conducting microgravity research. MSFC
has extensive educational projects and opportunities and a media department able to provide
a wealth of materials and information.
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Sample Test Question/Answer
from the “Passing the GED Math Test” Video

Sample Test Question:

In the year 2000 the cost to mail a letter in the United States was $0.33 for the first
ounce plus $0.22 for each additional ounce. Which of the following expressions can be
used to find the cost of mailing an 8-ounce letter?

(1)   0.33 + 8(0.22)
(2)   0.22 + 7(0.33)
(3)   8(0.33) – 0.22
(4)   0.33 + 7(0.22)
(5)   8(0.33 + 0.22)

Discussion: The program uses a problem-solving process to answer this question.
First, understand the question. What is this problem asking? The question is

asking for the expression used to find the cost of mailing an 8-ounce letter. In other
words, it’s asking the test taker to set up the problem, not solve it.

Next, find the relevant information you need, i.e., the costs of the first ounce and
each additional ounce as well as the weight of the letter.

Next, answer the question—in this case, set up the problem. One way to do this is
to begin with 33 cents for the first ounce, which leaves seven ounces at 22 cents each.
Add 33 cents to 7 times 22 cents. Since we only need to find the expression, we can
stop here and look for our answer among the choices. The correct answer is option (4)
0.33 + 7(0.22).

Note that several of these answer options seem similar—using the same numbers and
operations, but in different combinations. This is a reminder to read all the answers
carefully and check your answer.
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Mathematics Resources
Related to the GED ConnectionTM Videos

The GED Connection Math programs feature numerous GED students and teachers working
with math concepts one would expect to find on the GED Test.

In addition, the series features two experts: Zalman Usiskin and Keith Devlin. Usiskin is
Professor of Education at the University of Chicago and a recipient of the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Lifetime Achievement Award for Distinguished Service to
Mathematics Education. He is the director of the University of Chicago School Mathematics
Project, which produced a complete curriculum for grades 7–12 and is a leading force in
current reform efforts in math education. Devlin is a professional mathematician, an author of
more than 20 books, and “the Math Guy” for National Public Radio (NPR). At the time the
series was produced, he was Dean of Science at Saint Mary’s College of California and a
Senior Researcher at Stanford University.

The GED Connection Math programs also show real people who talk about and demonstrate
how they use math in their personal and workday lives. Some of these people, organizations,
and sites are profiled below.

Lane Alexander
http://www.chicagotap.com/instruction/alexander.htm

Lane Alexander, internationally recognized leader of the renaissance of tap and percussive
dance, is founder and artistic director of the Chicago Human Rhythm Project and currently on
the faculty of Northwestern University. He and his students appear in Program 28: Number
Sense.

The Amistad Project

http://amistad.mysticseaport.org

The Amistad Project is a major research effort of Mystic Seaport and The Museum of America
and The Sea, located in Mystic, CT (www.mysticseaport.org). The project details the
shipboard uprising known as the Amistad Revolt of 1839–1842 and its effects upon the legal,
political, and popular debate over slavery in America. The Mystic Seaport and Amistad
websites contain historical information, timelines, maps, court records, and extensive
curricular material. Captain Pinkney of the Amistad appears in Program 32: Ratio, Proportion,
and Percent; Program 34: Formulas; and Program 35: Geometry.
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Churchill Weavers
www.churchill-weavers.com

Churchill Weavers was established in 1922 in Berea, KY, by David Churchill and his wife.
Churchill, who had been a missionary in India, was an inventor by nature; during his time in
India, he developed a new design for weaving looms. It was this design he brought to Berea,
and these looms are still in use today, producing handcrafted woven items of the finest quality.
Churchill is also credited with the invention of the first retractable airplane landing gear and the
first airplane wing de-icer used during WWII. Churchill Weavers is featured in Program 39:
Special Topics in Algebra and Geometry.

The Motley Fools

www.fool.com

Providing investment strategies for personal and professional business growth, the Motley
Fools offer financial advice for “Everyman.” Their motto is “to educate, amuse, and enrich.”
They publish books, produce syndicated newspaper columns, host seminars, and market
Motley Fool merchandise. The Motley Fools appear in Program 32: Ratio, Proportion, and
Percent and Program 36: Data Analysis—they’re the guys in the funny hats!

National Foundation for Credit Counseling
http://www.nfcc.org

The GED Math programs feature several consumer credit counselors. The National
Foundation for Credit Counseling (NFCC) is a national non-profit network of 1,450 member
agencies designed to provide assistance to people dealing with stressful financial situations.
The organization can refer people to accredited community agencies for low-cost assistance.

Poi Dog Pondering

http://www.poidogpondering.com/poi.html

For more than a decade, the musical collective Poi Dog Pondering has produced CDs and
unique live shows—musical and visual extravaganzas that combine pop, rock, funk, house
and soul performed by the band’s dozen or so members. Currently based in Chicago, the KET
cameras caught up with them in their recording studio to find out about the connections
between music and number sense (Program 28) and fractions (Program 31). Two members of
the group composed all the music for the GED Connection Orientation, Reading, Writing, and
Mathematics programs as well as all the music for the companion series, Workplace Essential
Skills.




